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Student Support Committee Grants 2025-2026
Student Support Committee grants are awarded for innovative and novel programs, equipment or pilot projects that support the educational experience for students with varied learning, physical, cognitive, social and emotional abilities. Grants may be awarded for an individual classroom or for a project that benefits a range of classrooms and ages. The grants should address students’ diverse needs.
Below are descriptions of the grant-winning projects from 25-26, taken from grant applications.
Voice-Enabled Headphones for Inclusive Learning
Grade 3
Grant funds were used to purchase high-quality headphones with built-in microphones for third grade Special Education and ENL students. These tools allow students to access read-aloud materials and instructional videos while minimizing distractions. The microphones also support voice-to-text technology, helping students more easily express their ideas during the writing process.
Montessori Experiences in the Self-Contained Classroom
Grades K-2
Montessori activities and materials provide a structured yet flexible environment for children with disabilities, minimizing sensory overload while promoting independence and self-directed learning. Calm classrooms and hands-on, sensory-rich activities support motor development, focus, and emotional regulation. They also encourage social skills through natural, guided interactions.
A Green Space for All Students
Grade K-5
This project brings a variety of low-maintenance indoor plants into the classroom and hallways, improving air quality and creating a calming environment. Students participate in plant care, including watering, pruning, and monitoring growth, while learning responsibility and routines. Staff provide structured guidance with visual cues to support student engagement and success.
Adaptive Fitness Experience
Transition Academy
Fit4AllNY provides adaptive fitness classes that support the physical and emotional growth of all participants. Transition Academy students extend this learning into the community by practicing independent living skills at Village Pizza, including budgeting, ordering, and interacting with staff. The program also encourages social skills, etiquette, and confidence in real-world settings.
Puppy Yoga
ExSel Class & HMX
This project introduces a puppy yoga program for students with emotional disabilities in the special education program. Combining mindfulness-based movement with the calming presence of animals, it supports emotional regulation, stress reduction, and social-emotional development. The program is trauma-informed, inclusive, and integrated into existing wellness and behavioral support services.
Standing Desks for Engagement
Grade 9-12
These standing desks provide students with flexible seating options that encourage movement while learning. By promoting focus, engagement, and comfort, they help create a more inclusive and supportive classroom environment. Students can choose the seating that best meets their needs, fostering independence and active participation.
Holiday Boutique Pop-Up
Transition Academy
This grant supports a student-run Holiday Boutique Pop-Up Shop in the Transition Academy program, providing hands-on vocational training in retail, customer service, and money management. Students create, market, and manage the shop, gaining real-world skills while engaging with the school community. Funds will purchase materials, inventory, and supplies needed to launch and operate the pop-up, fostering authentic transition and workplace readiness skills.
CPK Recess Equipment
PRE-K
These funds will provide a variety of recess equipment, including a 4-hoop basketball set, seesaw, climbing bridge, spinning chair, beanbags, parachute, hopscotch rings, and more. Colorful, engaging materials like yarn balls and matching buckets will encourage active play and social interaction. A storage cabinet will keep all items organized and accessible, supporting safe and structured outdoor activity for students.
Igniting Curiosity in Pre-K
Grade PK
Themed sensory bins will allow special area teachers in art, music, library, and STEM to create consistent, hands-on learning routines for Pre-K students. These sensory-rich activities support engagement, equity, and differentiated instruction, meeting the diverse learning styles of our youngest learners. Students will enjoy a variety of experiences across disciplines while developing essential early learning skills.
STEM Bins for Social Development
Grades 4-7
This grant provides hands-on STEM materials for students in a special class to foster communication, cooperation, problem-solving, and creativity. Students work together on interactive activities that build both social and STEM skills. The project encourages collaboration and engagement in a fun, meaningful way.
Social Express Counseling Curriculum
Grades K-5
This grant provides tools and resources to help students strengthen executive functioning skills such as planning, organization, task initiation, time management, and self-monitoring. Activities and strategies are designed to support both academic success and daily living skills, helping students become more independent and confident learners. By practicing these skills in structured lessons and real-world scenarios, students build habits that promote long-term success in school, work, and life.
Executive Functioning Pathways to Independence
Grades 3-5
This grant expands executive functioning support for elementary students in grades 3–5, focusing on those with mild to moderate EF challenges. It provides both an AIS/building-level executive functioning curriculum and a special class study skills program. Students develop independence, organizational skills, and strategies that promote academic success.
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