
	

	

CENTRAL 
CHATTER
Bring ing  you the news from Centra l  School

Fall 2010

Welcome Back Central Families!

FIRST-DAY-OF-SCHOOL COFFEE!
NEW FORMAT THIS YEAR:  
Tuesday, September 7, 9-10 am, The Little Gym

After dropping off your children for the first day of school, all parents are invited to coffee in the Little Gym, 
hosted by the PTA. Parents can sign up to join the PTA, to receive Central Calling and C-mail blasts, and to 
learn first-hand about events and programs sponsored by the PTA. 
    Our principal, Carol Priore, will welcome parents; PTA co-presidents, Pam Buchmueller and Barbara Lambert, 
will talk a little bit about the PTA; and grade-level chairs, Shelly Antinelli and Sarah D’Ercole will talk about grade 
reps and class parents.  Then, parents will be encouraged to check out all of the tables set up in the Little Gym, 
staffed by PTA Executive Board Members, who are eager to meet the parents and answer questions.  This event 
will also be a wonderful way to re-connect with other parents and meet new parents!

Babysitting available at the Child Study Room (next to office).  Followed by Latino parents’ meeting 10:30-11:30 am.

Dear Central Families,

I hope you enjoyed the summer and 
found time to rest, relax and read.  The 
summer was a busy time at Central as 
we prepared for the coming of a new 
school year.  This year, we welcome four 
new staff members to Central School. 

Jeannette Larva - 2nd Grade
will be teaching second grade and 
comes to us from Murray Avenue 
School.  Ms. Larva has been a member 
of the faculty here in Mamaroneck for 
22 years. She has had a rich and varied 
career that includes time abroad teach-
ing at the International School, Nido de 
Aquilas, in Chile, and in the New York 
City public schools. Ms. Larva earned 
her bachelor’s degree from Fordham 
University and graduate degree from 
Teachers College, Columbia University.

Stefan Kuczinski - 5th Grade
has taught at Murray Avenue School 
since 1998 and will be joining our fifth 
grade team.  Mr. Kuczinski holds an 
undergraduate degree from Cornell 
University and a graduate degree from 
Fordham University.  Before coming 
to the Mamaroneck school district, he 
taught for several years in Mahopac 
and served as an administrative intern 
for one year at Quaker Ridge School in 
Scarsdale.
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From the
Principal

Co-Presidents’ Corner
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back to school, in particular all our new fami-
lies. Our mission is to provide support to Central School by offering programs that enhance children’s learn-
ing experiences as well as useful services to its members: parents and teachers.
     Central School PTA organizes many wonderful events during the school year, including Scare Fair (our fall 
fundraiser), Kindergarten Square Dance and our school play, The Wizard of Oz.  
     We look forward to seeing you at the Welcome Coffee on the first day of school where you will have the 
opportunity to meet other members of the PTA. This will give you the chance to ask any questions you may 
have and to learn about volunteer opportunities.  That evening, at 6 pm, we invite you to our “Slice of Sum-
mer” celebration which is our informal welcome-back-to-school gathering.
     This year we are introducing a new event in January, Parents’ Night Out.  This will be a fun event, with a 
Silent Auction, and will give parents an opportunity to relax and socialize.
     We are proud to announce that the PTA is forming a Grants Committee to provide grants to teachers and 
administrators.  This will enable them to apply for funds that will directly and positively impact the students in 
the class. The Committee will be looking to support innovative and creative projects to enhance the curriculum.
     This newsletter is just one of many ways in which our PTA works to keep us all connected. We are also busy 
working to continuously improve our website (go to www.mamkschools.org and click on Central School, and 
then PTA).  The district website is a great resource, giving up-to-date information on the school district including 
the school calendar.  We will be communicating regularly throughout the year by email in order to save paper.
     We encourage everyone to join our PTA and become involved in the many wonderful aspects of our school 
community. We look forward to seeing you all at Central School.

    Sincerely,
    Pam Buchmueller & Barbara Lambert  •  Central PTA Co-Presidents

(Para traducciones contactar con Denise Mathieson 630-2456)

CENTRAL NEW PARENTS’ FAQ’S

What is the LGI?
The LGI stands for Large Group Instruction.  It serves as Central’s auditorium, lunch room, and CATS meeting 
place.  It is on Central’s lower level, right behind the flagpole.

What is CATS?
CATS stands for “Central Acts for Traffic Safety.”  It is a terrific PTA-organized drop-off/pick-up service for parents 
and caregivers.  In the morning, parents/caregivers drive their cars in front of Central’s LGI (see above), and 
a parent volunteer helps the child out of the car and directs him/her to the LGI.  In the afternoon, a parent 
volunteer takes the child from the LGI and help him/her back into his/her parents’/caregiver’s car.  We’re always 
looking for CATS volunteers! 

Where’s the Little Gym?
The Little Gym is located on the upper level, near the kindergarten and first-grade classrooms.  Not only is the 
Little Gym used for gym classes, it is also used by the kindergarteners and first graders for lunch, as well as 
many parent meetings.  

What is CORE?
CORE stands for “Communicating with Others Respectfully Every Day.”  CORE reflects Central School’s code of ethics. 

Where do I drop off/pick up my children?
Kindergarten
Kindergarteners are dropped off at their classrooms. Most K classrooms have doors leading outside, so many 
parents choose to drop off and pick up their children through these outside doors.  (See map insert for kinder-
garten classrooms). As the year progresses, some parents opt for the CATS program (see above).  
First-Fifth Grades
Drop off/pick up varies for the upper grades.  Some parents (especially the lower grades) drop off and pick up 
at the classrooms.  As the children get older, many parents opt to meet their children outside in the playground 
or at the flagpole in front of the school.  Many parents choose CATS as well (see above).   
What is Central Perks?
These are PTA meetings held throughout the year, where parents can meet PTA board members, Central 
administrators, and other parents over coffee and chat about topics of interest to Central families.

Do we have a School Play?
Yes we do.  This year’s play is The Wizard of Oz!  Performances will be held November 20 and 21 in the LGI (see 
above).  Registration was completed last spring.  Participation is limited to students in grades one through five. The 
performances are fun, and Kindergarteners like to come to see if they’d like to participate the following year.

When are back-to-school nights?
This year’s back-to-school nights will be held on September 28, for grades K-2, and September 30, for grades 3-5.  

Does Central have a website?
Yes.  Go to the district website www.mamkschools.org and click on Central School. Select ‘parents’, then PTA.

Where do I drop off forms for the PTA?
The PTA has a big plastic box right under Central’s mailboxes outside of the main office.  Any PTA forms can be 
left there to be picked up by the PTA.  

Where do my children eat?
Kindergarteners, when they start their longer days, and first graders eat in the Little Gym.  Second through fifth 
graders eat in the LGI (see above).  Children can bring their lunches or order “hot lunches.”  Information on hot 
lunches will come home in your child’s backpack.

What are “Central Calling” and “C-Mail Blasts,” and how do I sign up for them?
Central Calling is Central’s weekly e-newsletter, filled with information parents need to know for the upcoming 
week.  C-Mail blasts are special emails announcing important events or meetings coming up very soon.  Sign 
up for Central Calling by going to the district website:  www.mamkschols.org. Click on the “schools” icon, select 
“Central,” then click on the “Central Calling” icon on the left side of the page.  Click on the “subscribe” icon at the 
bottom of the page and enter your email address.  We are changing the C-Mail blast sign-up procedure - more 
information to come.   All questions will be answered at our first-day-of-school coffee.

Central School
Key Dates:
September	 	
9/7	 School Starts; 11:45 am Dismissal 
	 New Parents’ Coffee, 9:00 am, 
	 Latino Parents’  Welcome, 10:00 am
9/7	 Slice of Summer, 6-7 pm
9/8	 Full Day, Grades 1-5
9/9 & 9/10 	 Rosh Hashanah - No School
9/22	 Faculty Welcome-Back Breakfast, 7:30 am
9/22 	 Latino Parents’ Meeting, 6:30 pm
9/23 	 Full-Day Kindergarten Begins
9/24 	 General PTA Meeting, 9:15 am
9/28 	 Back-to-School Night, K-2
9/30	 Back-to-School Night, 3-5
9/30 	 Class Photos

October
10/4 -10/8	  Walk-to-School Week
10/11 	 Columbus Day - No School
10/15 	 Kindergarten Square Dance, 6:30-8 pm
10/19 	 Central Perks, 9:15 am
10/24 	 Scare Fair , 2-4 pm

November
11/2 	 Visiting School Morning
11/2  	 Elementary Conference Day - 11:30 am Dismissal
11/4  	 Latino Parents’ Meeting, 6:30 pm
11/10 	 Elementary Conference Day - 11:30 am Dismissal
11/11 	 Veteran’s Day - No School
11/17 	 Conferences, 2:30-5:15 pm
11/20 & 21 	 Central School Play
11/24-26 	 Thanksgiving Recess - No School

December
12/7-12/9	 Book Fair
12/7 	 Central Perks, 9:15 am
12/8 	 Book Fair Evening, 6-8 pm
12/14 	 Winter Concert, 1:45 pm
12/15 	 Winter Concert ,10:30 am & 7:30 pm
12/22-1/2	 Winter Recess - No School
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