Grade Level Network Meeting
 October 13, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Recess Iniatiatives
· Rye YMCA:  A representative from the Rye YMCA will be working on Tuesdays and Wednesdays during recess to help facilitate games and activities.  This was a highly successful program last year and is being run again this year. 
· Foreign Language Program:  Starting in December or January, during recess children can have the opportunity to participate in a foreign language program learning Spanish.
· Peer Mediation Program:  This program will be starting soon; 4th and 5th grade students get selected to be peer mediators on the playground and help students resolve conflicts peacefully.
· Consultant Jed Baker:  Consultant Jed Baker has been working with the district to help the schools build a framework for improving our children’s social skills.  Each school had the opportunity to ask Jed for help in certain areas.  Principal Carol Priore and Asst. Principal Joanne Hindley requested Jed’s expertise in improving interactions and play during recess.  Through this initiative the following programs have been implemented: 
· Play Buddies: All Children have been given “sensitivity” lessons in the classroom and have been taught how to be inclusive and how to be sensitive to other children.  On a rotating basis, certain children will be selected to be play buddies and it will be their responsibility to look out for children who are not included in play at recess and ensure that they are included.
· Play Stations:  Working together with our physical education teachers, children are being taught traditional games in PE Class (including red light green light, spud, box ball, jump rope) that they then will have the opportunity to play at recess.  Three aide-supervised stations, designated with laminated signs, will be set-up on the playground.  These stations will be rotated every few weeks. This provides additional active opportunities for play for all of our children.
· Jed Baker on the Playground:  Jed will also spend some time on the playground watching our children play and providing constructive feedback to the school on what is good and what are some red flags that we need to be aware of.
Upcoming events and Calendar Changes
· Kindergarten Square Dance on 10/15 from 6pm-8pm

· Central Perks on 10/19 at 9:15am. Joanne Hindley will discuss “How to support your child as a reader in choosing just right books”

· Scare Fair on 10/24 from 12noon-4pm; Reminder that if you are donating a costume for costume shop, PLEASE HAVE YOUR COSTUME BAGGED!

· Wizard of OZ!
· Casting Day, October 21st (grades 3-5 only)
· Volunteer meeting on October 21st 2:00
· Play Performances 11/20 (11:30am Cast A and 2:00pm Cast B) and 11/21 (1:00pm and 3:30pm)
· Emergency dismissal on 10/22 at 2:45pm

· Early dismissal (11:30am) for parent teacher conferences on 11/2 and 11/10
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