Grade Level Network Meeting
 December 1, 2010 Meeting Minutes

Wellness Committee 
· www.hkhw.org: Central’s Wellness Committee, led by Jen Dorf and Kim Larsen, have been busy sharing best practices with the other schools in our district. A collaborative website, www.hkhw.org, puts an umbrella over all of the health, wellness and green initiatives the schools are offering or participating in.  This website encourages our students and families to make smart choices in regards to the foods they eat and the environment they live in. 
· Classroom Parties:  The Wellness Committee continues to work to ensure that there is a smart balance of treats in the classroom.  
· Birthday Lists:  Please encourage teachers to send out a list of birthday celebration dates to parents so that parents can opt not to send additional desserts/treats in lunchboxes on those days.
· Health and Wellness Week: The week of March 21st has been designated as Health and Wellness Week.  The committee has a host of exciting events planned, including a family activity evening.  The evening will offer family yoga and informational sessions on healthy cooking/recipes, growing a garden, and being green.
Recess Procedures 
· Supervision: Three to four adults, per grade level, are supervising recess.  The only exception is kindergarten; this year the administration increased kindergarten recess supervision to 6 adults (the most ever).
· Play Stations: The School has made a sizeable investment of $4,000.00 in new play station playground equipment.  The new equipment includes Large garden games, including oversized Jenga, Shoots and Ladders, Checkers, and conversation balls. These oversized games will be used outside and inside during inclement weather.  Two aides are scheduled daily to set-up the play stations a half hour prior to recess.  
· Peer Mediators:  Peer Mediators are currently working on the playground assisting other children to negotiate conflicts.  For the first time, Peer Mediators are working on the Kindergarten playground. 

· The Foreign Language Program will begin this winter. During recess students will have the opportunity to develop either French or Spanish skills with a foreign language expert one day a week.
Morning Drop-off and Afternoon Pick-up
· Entrances/exits: Four entrances are open for am drop-off and pm pick-up:
· Front door (with supervision)
· LGI (with supervision)
· Back entrance closest to Trader Joes
· First grade playground door
· Please note:  The doors by the small gym are not supposed to be used as an entrance. They are often left open; this is a safety concern.
· Hallway Distraction and Chaos:  The administration needs parents to help minimize hallway and classroom distraction and chaos by leaving the hallways after morning drop-off and by not waiting in the hallways to pick-up children until the bell has rung at 3:00pm.  The students find it difficult to start their day or end their days with parents or friends waiting in the hallways.  Parents need to wait outside the school or in the hall by one of the main entrances away from classroom. 
· Safety Concern: After pick-up, some children are climbing on the opposite side of the railing outside the entrance near Trader Joe’s.  This is dangerous, as a huge drop exists.  Parents need to ensure that their children are not doing this.  PARENTS, PLEASE HELP BY MAKING SURE OUR CHILDREN COMPLY WITH THIS SAFETY RULE.
Holiday Teacher Gifts
· Classroom representatives should begin collecting money for teacher gifts.  Gifts will be given from all children in the classroom regardless of contribution.  The maximum contribution per child is $20 total; any amount is welcome.  The money collected will be spilt among the teacher(s) and aides in the classroom; the split is specific to each class and decided by classroom representatives.  Additional gifts from children/families are not recommended.
Upcoming events and Calendar Changes
· Book Fair 12/7 – 12/9
· In need of gently used books; collection boxes in LGI, Office and back playground doors
· Volunteers needed; contact deborah.novick@verizon.net
· Central Perks on 12/7 at 9:15am. Kathleen Degnan, our district health teacher, and Officer Rui, the DARE (drug abuse resistance education) teacher, will do a presentation on health education for our kids.  An evening presentation will also take place to accommodate working parents.
· Winter concert dates: 12/14 at 1:45pm (Band) and 12/15 at 10:30am and 7:30pm  (orchestra)

*   Monday, December 20th at 9:15 there will be a Winter Festival Concert.

        Kindergarten and first grade students will sing songs for the parents,

        grandparents and relatives.  (The Central students are not invited)

        Tuesday, December 21st at 9:15 there will be another Winter Festival

        Concert. 
        For this assembly the 2nd grade students, the B Band and the Pep Band

        will perform. (Everyone is invited)
· Winter recess 12/22—1/2
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